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events. It has not been in response to any clear thought which 
might justify it; on the contrary it has proceeded in the face of an 
opposing philosophy, which would on reasonable grounds restrict 
the state functions within their narrowest limit. The movement 
of thought and the movement of policy have been independent if 
not incompatible" (p. 134). 

"Between sixteen and twenty-one years of age our professional 
criminals matriculate and graduate in crime" (p. 150). 

"Sooner or later the protection of children will have to become 
a public task. There would be something eminently congruous 
in a department of the ministry of education with Mr. Waugh 
(founder of the S. P. C. C.) as its first official chief" (p. 220) - 

"The undetected and untended sickness of private persons is a 
dangerous menace to the public safety . . . Social inefficiency 
has for one of its most potent causes neglected disease . . . The 
health department is on the way to become the chief consulting 
physician to the community ... In some way or other society 
should place adequate medical treatment within the reach of 
every individual" (pp. 261-272). 

"But it is hardly worth while to keep one-third of the popula- 
tion in penury for the sake of affording to some highly gifted 
individuals the opportunity of sympathizing with their distress" 
(p. 325). Lillian Brandt. 

New York City. 



Amana: The Community of True Inspiration. By Bertha M. H. 
Shambaugh. (Iowa City: State Historical Society of Iowa. 
1908. Pp. 414. $3.) 

" In one of the garden spots of Iowa there is a charming little 
valley from which the surrounding hills recede like the steps of 
a Greek theater .... A closer view reveals seven old- 
fashioned villages nestling among the trees or sleeping on the 

hillsides A bit of Europe in America, a voice out 

of the past on the world's western frontier, this unique community 
stands as the nearest approach in our day to the Utopian's dream 
of a community of men and women living together in peace, 
plenty, and happiness, away from the world and its many dis- 
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tractions. But the communism of Amana is not a dream: it is 
a fact — an established order of life." 

In these words Bertha M. H. Shambaugh begins her account 
of the Amana community of Iowa, probably the most successful 
communistic experiment in history. Part I is a brief history of 
the movement. "As a religious movement the Community of 
True Inspiration traces its origin to the German Mystics and 
Pietists of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Its rise was 
one of the numerous protests against the dogmatism and formality 
of the Lutheran church. As a distinct religious sect the com- 
munity dates from the year 1714 with the writings and teachings 
of Eberhard Ludwig Gruber and Johann Fredierich Rock who are 
regarded as its real founders." The central belief of the people 
is that divine guidance comes through a man or a woman who is 
"regarded as especially endowed by the Lord with ' the miraculous 
gift of inspiration. ' " In several short chapters an account is given 
of the early leaders, of the conflicts between the Inspirationists 
and the German church and government, and finally of the prepa- 
rations for emigration to America in 1842 under the leadership 
of Christian Metz. Communism was not practiced by the sect 
until after the first settlement in America — on the old Seneca 
Indian Reservation near Buffalo, N. Y. In 1854 the Inspira- 
tionists left New York for the new colony in Iowa, where they 
have since remained. The writer shows that the thrift, the good 
judgment, and the business ability of these pioneer fathers laid 
the foundation of success for the colony. 

In part II are described, first, the natural resources and " rare 
natural beauties" of the Amana domain, and the quaint old- 
world way in which the villages are built. Then follows an account 
of government, conditions of membership, ideas of marriage, home 
life, industries, and schools. Part III, which includes nearly half 
of the book, is a study of the religion of the Inspirationists. It 
contains quotations from the writings of the early leaders, an 
account of the religious customs and services, the rules of the 
Inspirationists for "true godliness, for self-examination" etc., and 
examples of the hymns and psalms of the community. 

The book shows careful research and investigation. The author 
has not only had access to much documentary material of the 
society, but as a frequent visitor at Amana, she has enjoyed the 
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personal friendship of many of its people for the past eighteen 
years. She -writes in a sympathetic rather than a critical spirit. 
The book shows careful research and investigation. 
She gives a simple, entertaining account of the community, 
leaving the reader to draw his own conclusions as to its merits 
and its lessons. The personal touches, the local color, and the 
bits of humor make the second part especially entertaining, and 
the style is pleasing throughout. The book is a valuable addition 
to the literature on communistic experiments, and it should be 
of equal interest to the sociologist and to the general reader. 

E. H. Baker. 
Ithaca, N. Y. 



Proceedings of the Pittsburgh Conference for Good City Government 
and the Fourteenth Annual Meeting of the National Municipal 
League. Held November 16, 17, 18, 19, 1908, at Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. Clinton Rogers Woodruff, Editor, (Phila- 
delphia: National Municipal League, 1908.) 

As stated in the preface of this book, " each succeeding confer- 
ence of the National Municipal League represents a step forward;" 
and it may be added that each volume of proceedings is a valuable 
addition to the literature on the subject of municipal reform and 
improvement. As was remarked in discussing the volume of 
proceedings for the last year the value of these meetings, and of 
the book which records them, lies not more in the papers presented 
than it does in the extempore discussions. The meetings bring 
together men of serious purpose from all over the United States, 
and sometimes from foreign countries, who have thought, studied 
and observed, and their interchange of views on municipal sub- 
jects is of much value. 

The session of the League on Monday evening, November 16, was 
devoted to the Pittsburgh Survey. The principal address was made 
by Grosvenor Atterbury, the architect of the Phipps Model Tenement 
in New York, and while the stereoptican views which Mr. Atter- 
bury exhibited, of course, could not be reproduced, his introduc- 
tory remarks and explanations almost supply their place. He 
gives the reader a new point of view, and makes him hopeful that 



